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From tl spel Visitant. 


TO MR. WILBERFORCE....LETTER Vi. 


Sir—A_ person unacquainted with artificial the- 
vlozy, and ignorant of the extravaganees of which it 
woable, would be much sarprised when informed, that a 

‘seme hil 
ecueme Lik 
1 


e the one we have Deen coaterpt. tint, Was th 
te erty. 
fle w vail naturally mquire, Wat meputatiou can De sap- 
posed, worse than the one this vindication necessarily 
brings with it? He willurge that the apology ts tetaily on 
the side of man, and not of his maker : since the depravity 
which is hereditary aa! mevitable, readers what is termed 


vice us instinetive, and consequently as waocent as tiv 


, 


4 wig git@ dss Misalica UY 


brutal propensities of the most brutal animals; aud he wail 

ck, Can any thing stronger be suggested azaiust t cuvine 
periections, than to treat these imstuetive propenus tes its 
rimes deserving eternal punishment? When you untold 
vour principles before him, by asserting that every thing 
which comes immed ately out of the hands of Deity, must 
be perlect ; that it is meonsisteut with the dis ine altributes, 
to form creatures in a de P raved s 
mist have been rendere: 
stances ; he willreply that the difference ts nol se tiuacuse 
— iu permitting the ageucy of a wielved spirit to vilec- 
tute this fatal change, by w hich his own eternal PHP Ose 
was ace — hed, aad originally creating mau witli the 
propen: you coutemplate and bewail: nor is there 
more iajanticn mm punishing mankind for primitive deprav- 


tate, and thereiore they 
1 deprave 1 by incidental cireum- 


itv, than in rendering them hable to eternal damnation ior 


mm Lod eriunee, 
but without wishing to pallrate the frailues and imper- 


nind you, that there ts 


fections of human nature, he will rer 
a large space between absolute perfection of character and 
radical depravity ; amd that a Jarre diversty of miuxe 
aracters may he | wmed Within that space : 
avani demand, Wi 


and he will 
proo shave you that it is Imeonsistent 
with the divine perlectious to create betes capable ot this 
diversity: [i you say that « ae thing which comes from 
Cod must be perfeet, he will 1 


seer 
will ask, Do you mean fo preclude the I: 


equire aresplanation, i 

y trom 4 e Ccre- 
ation ot any beings, who are not periect m Knowlecdee, dis- 
position, and felicity /—withoat which there taust be oeca- 
sional crimes of ignorance, otf 
share of misery ; if so, you pre sume bn limit his creative 
powers to he ings pe riect, like himse jt this i 
disavowed, it will necessarily toilow, that there must be 
some kind and deg 
God. And this being admitted, he will again ask, Llow 
ean you prove that the degree of imperfection and depray- 


depraved walis, and sein 


osition be 


jiv observable im hiuman nature, exceeds that whieh it is 


within the limits of the divine attributes to adniut Ihe 


will further sugvest the V ssibility, that mm the wide em-! 


i 
' 
pice of the universe, an oifiuite diversity of methods may, 


in the plentitude of mifinite wisdom, be rendered couducive 
bo the sume issue; the promotion of all possible happiuiess. 
Fie may suppose it to be the divine plan, in oar syscem, t 

form beings that shall be placed at a great distance from 
city, but with éntlowments tha 
felie.ty attainable 5 to create m ignorance 


eomutete teli t shail reade 
e but tu furaish 
With powers and meaus of acquirms knowledge; m werk 


ness, Loth individually and collectively, but with the capa- 
combined steouvtn : to im- 


principle « stfllan weich. theneh mroeent in ifs 


. , t ral aS ‘ . + ff - 43 | 


ty of acauirinay per sonal aml 


WOON 





PACES TRE ee kk 
nature, may prove mordinate and pernicious, ualess it | 

under the contro} of higher principles, Wilt Wie i our Que 
tures are hkew:se endowed: to wtbet satleriics, bul to 
rive thema salutary tendency, so that they way ve reduc: 
tive of greater goou than could have been promoted with 

out them. He will aduait that sucha plan rey not corres- 
pond with our wishes; and that our impoetoecs to njey 
‘happmice, will widuce us to immagine that it is net the est 
possible : but you wall surely adimit, sir, that it is catia tely 


more consonant With our ideas oi a wise aad per.ce Gov- 
ernor, than plunging a whole race uto endless misery at 


once, Wilhout crimes of ther own, w ithoat means of re- 


iormiung ther native depravity, or se es Of escape 


One singilar advantage attends the above hypothesis : 


{.s not necessary thatit shouki be true, iv order to invali- 
date yours. li there be no proots thai it is coutrary to 


scr pture, that itis irratiouad, or tuat its peeularly Geroe- 

i ° in) 
atory to the divine pertections, it hes wifiutely the advan- 
tage. It may be false, and yet coufiute your bold assert 


on, 





| ther attribute than that of mfinite power, whicl 


reo of impertection tm the creation of! 


| 
! 
t 
‘ 
| 
' 
j 
! 
{ 


iat there is no other way of expiainen 


bultaniaia depray Wy, than the one you nave adopted: rt inavVv 


{ : it i 
jhe false, and afford a more pertment and mor? houcra- 
| tle olution of the auheuity, until the diccove t 


ry @la veitece 


Hak produce suil greater satisfuciion to the impaticn 


jolencre 
rupen premidecs and habits that have been lone torm 


i 
rrittaa 
| ft ihe ade plion of this shonid eommit too vreat ay 
} 
} 


l, tuere is another hy pothes s Wiech avproaciies wearer to 
your own, ait ight to have a decided prelerence ¢ and 
thet isthe a cui doctrine ot Mau » from whieh vours ts 
us aseatest! eta we, ai. OF WHichHil May be pustly deemeda 
corruption, ‘The Manechwanu sy-tem co uplet 


felely excule 
pates Deity trom veg tie author of evil. anct the ‘nten- 
tional ears uo 


misery, Line Cr “ator is d nvedby itoi no 


men is Ho line 


peachment of h.= moral character. Sinee lis des ons and 





pluos may yet be just, wise, and geod, the grand respecia- 
bilily of charaeter suil remaius, and the ineeesait « xertions 
jot is power, to te destruction of misery whieh he did net 
yvoluntar ly perin t, stall demand tire uni 'rsal trituute ot 
leva amd grat tude. de ir aoctriue bat her administers 
Lois coisolation : it &@aimuts that tue good beipy wyii tia liy 
| ecome trulphant over the mialiguant Spirit; and t at 
ord r. Virtue, Navpiness, shail, at sume fatare period, Le 
ldivused through the universe, Wo, sir, Guat has it im hos 


jchoree, Would not preier repostus his mim Upon an error 
{whieh promises such a desirable issue. ratfer than suticr it 


to be tossed, like the fallea angels in Milton. upon the 


» to Which your syste m 
incessantly directs our thought . 

Viany other objections might be advanced against an hy- 

>; butaf 

suficient to subdue 

jvour prajudiees, if would be sn vam to « Xpect success irom 

ihe most numerous auxihareos. We nnght examine t 


| : ‘ ' 
hiohtas and Sursces of eternal m 
} 


othesis Which you deem so essential tochristian.tyv 


, : 
‘tne force of these already urecd be pot 


i ; hie 
}prane:ples upon Winch you rest the importance of tis doc- 
tr-ne, and prove tuem tallacions We moeist 


assert that to 


irike Lerrominto the tidman m nd, by expatiating 


pon the 
uyer of actual transzressious, is much better calculated 
& Chane im maim 


od your-sysiem pursues, 


¢ 


to ellectuate ! 


+ and morals, than the meth- 
bor true repentance can ouly 
tid a ratvonal 
jtidcwients of God, can alone be 
nanded @a cony.e.en thet they ave vighieous, and we de- 


‘ , 
Parise from a Consciousness OF personal ou ty 


ctation of tre terrible 
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serve them.—It would not be difficult to demonstrate that a 
firm and influential belief of your hypothesis would extend 
the most banetil effects over the whole human race, in 
every successive generation. ft would bring forward sach 
atotal debasement of character, as to create mutual detes- 
tation, excit« universal suspicion. It would compel every 
individual, when accused of the vilest dispositions, and bas- 
est principles, to admit the charge. {ft would diffuse an 
universal gleom, which nothing cou/d, nothing ought to dis- 
sipate. The benevolent mind would perpetually suffer the 
torments of the dammed, by reflecting upon the miseries 
that probably await the majority of its most imtimate and 
endearing connexions. Every principle of humanity would 
forbid the most virtuous commerce of the sexes ; and ce- 
libacy, as the only means of exterminating a race born un- 
der the wrath and curse of its Crestor, would be the sub- 
himest of duties. You might also be admonished, that if 
the danger of speculative errers proceed from their periai-4 
gious tendency. an errorso peculiarly dishonorable to De- 
ity, which hath a tendeney to embitter every enjoyment in 
life, to throw one class of persons into a sinful despondency% 
and tempt another to reject all religion, must deservedly be 
placed among the mest dangerous; and nething can prove 
a future excuse for your creed, but that sincerity against 
which you have entered so solemn a protest ; or afford such 
consolation to the mind. as the benigmity which your creed 
insults. Having thus reasoned with you to the utmost ex- 
tent of the subject, we might justly extol our courtesy in 
condescending to argue with persons whose hypothesis de- 
prives them of the right. For what evidence can those 
produce, that they are qualified to arzne upon the subject, 
whore leading principle it is that the fall of Adam has im- 
paired our witellects, and blinied our judgments, to such a 
degree, that we are not able, iu any one instance, to think 
or toactaright? How canthey who maintain the deprav- 
ity of human reason, convince us that every thing they urge 
in defence of their system does not proceed from that very 
perversion of intellect which they confess to have seized 
the whole human race? 

Justice could not be done to these hints without increas- 
ing our trespass upon vour time and patience : and there- 
fore they are submitted io the amplification of your leisure 
moments. 

It is hoped, sir, that you will perceive, from the pains 
which have been taken in these letters, to state the objec- 
tions to the doctrine of origi! sin, in all their force, that 
the writer sincerely a-as at your conviction. He would 
be happy to relieve you from that embarrassment of mind 
under which you maniiestly labor. He assures you that it 
is a pleasant thing for faith to walk hand in hand with rea- 
son; and he sincerely thinks, that it would not only be an 
honor, but an advantage to rational Christianity, were you 
to become its advecate. Eloquence, like yours, founded 
upon true prineiples, might produce the most beneficial con- 
sequences. 

‘These letters are addressed to you throngh the medium 
of the puplic, that they may, in some degree, serve as an 
antidote to the pernicious effects of your ‘Treatise, upon 
minds already prejudiced against Christianity,—whose pre- 
judices must inevitably be confirmed, by the apprehension 
that your doctrines are essential to genuine Christianity. 
It is also ardentiy desired to soften that uncharitable as- 
perity, which your work is uubappily calculated to in- 
crease amoung a numerous and respectable hody of Chris- 
tians, by indicating that your principles are not rejected 
without mature consideration. ‘lhe writer is further desi- 
rous of making the experiment, whether it be not possible 
for reason to gain the ascendancy, over the influence of sta- 
tion, and popularity of character. He has, therefore, con- 
cealed his 1ame, that his arguments may be appreciated ac- 
cording to their real validity, and that their influence may 
not be diummished by prejudice, or receive adventitious 
force from predilection. If he has, in some instances, ex- 


and whenever he has manifested indignation, he has ft 
that the doctrine deserves it, which was with him an addi- 
tional proof of its being a pernicious error ; for nothing 
which comes from God, can possibly excite that emotion. 
He must contess also that he is very solicitous to shame, if 
possible, that class of Christians into feelings of self-re- 
proach, who dare to countenance, in their official capaci- 
ty, sentiments their private opinions reject. It is well 
known that many of our public teachers laugh in their 
sleeves—and some of these slee wp, Cicy say are of lawn— 
at those doctrines which the uleate trom the pulpit 
with a pretended earnestness. ‘They must surely, upon re- 
flection, consider themselves as degraded to'a level with 
the hireling sentinels of an old gothte castle, who guard; 
with an apparent zeal, the supposed repository of the ar- 
chives of the empire; while they are confident there ie 
nothing within, but rubbish and vermin! If, sir, sincerity 
itsetf Denot always a security, how great must be the dag~ 
ger of*incincerily, particularly in a case where they are 
stigmatiaing their Creator? [fit be a dreadful perversion 
to represent the Devil himself as an angel of light, what 
shall we term that conduct, which without the plea of ig- 
norance, represents the source of light, in a character simi- 
lar to that of an angel of darkness ! 

With the respect due to your distinguished merits, I have 
the honor to subscribe myself, 

Sir, your fellow Christian, 
and obedient servant, 
A LAYMAN 


From: the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 


A DREAM. 
“ The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream. 


Having devoted some time to the serious contemplatio:. 
of weighty subjects, which relate to a hereafter state, 
about which our learned clergy so much preach and con- 
verse, and about which there is so much concern among 
the good people of these United States :-—and having con- 
templated the means which are practised to procure money 
for the purpose of saving the souls of the heathen from the 
divine vengeanee, in the next world,] became tatigaed 
with the multitude of thoughts, when sleep gently drew 
the curtain of forgetfulness over me, leaving my imagina- 
tion free to wander as the multitude of subjects previously 
contemplated, might lead, when reson and judgment had 
become dormant. 


The first scene which arrested my attention was a vast 
host of clergymen, dressed in superfine, soft raiment ; show- 
ing, by their countenances, that neither the stall nor the 
vine was their sfep-mother. These were busily employed 
in going from house to house, and with the most pitiful vis- 
ages, and plaintive voices, were begging trom the rich and 
the poor, the wise and simple, every farthing possible, be- 
seeching every oue to spare a little, urging that the souls of 
millions of people, many thousan: miles off, could be saved 
from the vindictive vengeance of their Creator and Preser- 
ver, by means of these donations. I saw these clergy ge 
into kitchens and beg money of maids, who labor hard tor 
asmall pittance ; and their language was so plaintive, se 
softening ; and the hearts of those laborious females were 
so tender, and quick of sensibility, that these beggars actu- 
ally succeeded in obtaining no small proportion of their 
earnings. I] was so affected at this sight, that | wept ; for 
though it was a dream, yet reason was enough in exercise 
to assist in reflecting, that those clergy were richly dressed 
and plentifully fed, while their hands were as delicate a 
the hand of an infant, not being stiffened or hardened by 
labour ; but the poor, industrious maids, were in mean 
apparel, and their hands and fingers were so stiff, that they 
could but awkwardly put their hard earned shilling inte 
the delicate hands of these ministers. 





pressed himself in strong language, he has taken care that 
such languase should be authoriced by stronger arguments; 





I saw likewise, these beggars, go to little children and 
plead with them to drink their coffee and tea without su- 
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gar, and get their parents to give them as many cents a 
week as their sugar would cost, that they might give the 
muuey to the ministers, that they might lay it out in saving 
ihe souls of men from the vengeance of God. Indignation 
now prevented my tears. [could not suppress my resent- 
ment. I thought [stepped up to one of these orthodox 
beggars, and told him plainly and directly, that I really be- 
hieved him to be arank deceiver and hypocrite. He stared 
me in the face, aad I him in his, as sternly. In a moment! 
broke the silence,and asked him whither he wasnot asham-~ 
ed to deprive little children of those agreeable relishes, 
which the kind God of nature had rendered both palatable 
and nourishing 7 The ghostly hypocrite began to mutter! 
ever some inecherent sentences respecting saving the im- 
mortal souls of the heathen from going to hell; when | 
interrupted him, and asked him to show me his authority 
for pretending that the eternal welfare of immortal souls 
depended on a little money which ke could get from the 
hand of hard labor, or from the tea and coffee cups of little 
innocent children? His countenance now fell, and he cast 
his eyes toward the ground, as if he felt guilty—I improved 
the moment and the oceasion to draw his attertien to anoth- 
er question. [asked him what he meant by the blasphein- 
ous pretension of saving souls from the vindictive wrath of 
God? which pretension supposed that Ged, the Creator 
and Preserver of men, was their deadly enemy, and that 
he and his brother beggars were engaged in saving men 
from the enmity of God. 


As is usual in dreams, this scene seemed to vanish ; when 
{saw the clergy. with each a bag in his hand, with the fol- 
towing label—Missionary Rag Bag. I saw them travel- 
jing from place to place, begging rags of every person they 
met; pleading, with tears in their eyes, as if they were in 
an agony, saying, that a few rags might be the means, by 
ihe blessing of God, of saving an immortal soul frem the 
divine wrath to all eternity. I dreamed that women and 
children were so moved with these intreaties, that they 
searched their houses, from garret to cellar, to find rags to 
save immortal souls! As | seemed to muse en this scene, | 
yecollected the following words; Rev.i.5. “% Unto him 
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood.” Within myseif{ then reflected—what has money, 
or what has rags to do in the work of man’s eterual salva- 
tion? Talso recollected the words of Peter to Simon, Acts 
viii. 20, * Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast 
thought that the giftof God may be purchased with mon- 
ey.” Such were the emotions of pity for my deceived fel- 
Jow mortals, and of indignation towards these deceivers, 
that I awoke—and behold it was a dream. H. b. 


— 

The following request is from a gentleman in Granville, 
(Mass.) who is of the opinion that a more general knowl- 
edge of the transaction published in “ Plain Truth,” of 
March 23d, will subserve the public good. 


You will find, in the enclosed paper, an article entitled 
* Phelps, the Missionary.” ‘The person there alluded to is 
undoubtedly the Rev. Mr. Phelps, a native of Westfield, 


in the county of Hampden, Ms. who is in the employ of 


the Hampshire Missionary Society. It may be of great 
service te the community at large to have this piece of in- 
formation generally diffused, that the contributors to the 
fiampshire Missionary Fund may have a knowledge of the 
manner in which their monies are dissipated. 

Granville, May Sth, 1823. 


Puesps, THE Misstonany.—The members of the 
* Hampshire Missionary Society,’ who have given their 
earnings to be expended in itinerant preaching in this sec- 
tion of the country, it would seem, are somwhat concern- 
ed in the following statement of facts, which have lately 


come to light. 


straggling about this section of the state of New-York, 
(with occasional trips to Ohio, &c.) by the name of Phelps, 
who says he is in the employ of the * Hampshire Missiona- 
ry Society,” of whem he received the necessary papers tor 
the business he is engaged in. He is a married man, and 
formerly had much trouble in his family, arising from his 
wile’s suspicions of misconduct ou his part. Mrs. Phelps, 
we are informed, at present resides at Lewville, Lewis 
county, apart from ler hushand. Mir. Phelps has recently 
spent considerable of his tume ui Lewis and Jetlerson coun- 
ties, migrating occasionally, however, quile to the shores of 
Lake Erie, upon the westeru boundary ef the state.— 
Wherever he went he was recozuized by Presbyteries, Sy- 
nods, and whatever other copvocations are held under the 
Presbyterian church form or government, as a person duly 
authorised and qualified * (to labor for the conversion of sin- 
ners.” Much of the past winter was spent by this man in 
and about Shelden, Genesee county, “ where,” he last fall 
observed, he * had a glorious prospect ofa revival.” In 
due time, through his agency, the revival was brought 
about, and a few weeks since, while he was going on swim- 
wingly, and almost daily “ adding to the church,” it was 
lus fortune to lose his pocket book. This was picked up 
by another than the owner, and found to contain a letter, 
in the hand writing of Mr. Phelps, to a female of his ac- 
quaintance, proposing an interview at such time and place 
as were suited to his intentions! There were also in ihe 
pocket-book, several billets, from d/jerent females, to Mr. 
Phelps, advising him of the most proper times to visit thena 
for a purpose not mentioned, though hintedat!! TTocom- 
plete the catalogue, there was a list of 15 or 20 female 
names, in the book, in Mr. Phelps’ own hand writing, with 
remarks opposite each name. Ona line with seme he had 
written “ ] dont know,” and nothing more ; while others 
were coupled with obscenily too gross for repetition, and ia 
several instances this was accompanied with drawings of a 
corresponding character!!! When Mr. Phelps was showa 
the pecket-book and its contents, ke flatly denied having 
ever owned or possessed the either, but upon proof of his 
handwriting being offered, he confessed all that appeared 
upon the papers against him ! said he had done very wrong, 
but hoped people wouid forgive him ; and concluded by 
telling those around him that he should go to the Presbyte- 
ry who gave him his preaching credentials, own his fault, 
[now that he is detected, and can no longer conceal his 
practices !] ask forgiveness, &c. We think it proper to 
add, that all the females implicated in this eduiterous affair 
are residents of Jefferson county, or its vicinity, where Mr. 
Phelps has occasionally spent much of his time. 


This is the simple narration, (as we received it frome 
member of the Presbyterian church, a man whose veracity 
we believe is unimpeachable.) of this transaction ; and we 
have nothing to add, except to suggest the propriety of ed- 
itors’ giving the story to their readers, in counection with 
the account of the revivai ia Shelden, which we expect 
sook to see published as a © glosous instance of the spread 
of religion.” 


From the Nalienal Advocate. 


On THF ExcomMUnicaTion op Mrs. Towweewn. 


Among the puplications of the day, a pamphlet has ap- 
peared, entitled “ Excommunication of Mrs. Maria Town- 
send from the communion of the Brick Presbyterian 
Church in Beekman-street, for persevering disbelief of 
the doctrines of everlasting punishment of the wicked,” &c. 
Our curiosity and surprise were excited, not that any per- 
son should disbelieve in a doctrine contrary to reason, con- 
trary to Scripture, and contrary to the merciful character 
of the Almighty, but that ina country where reason is 
free, and opinions protected by law, any persov should be 
excommunicated for a free expression of this belief. Indeed 
the word excommunicated itsif startled us. We had read 





There has been, for several years, a roving preacher, 


something of it in the laws of the Visigothe. Chindasaiun 
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hand Pecessnnda. At the pertod of the second crusade, | 
r Lens the Young, and under Philip the Fair, sonic! 
vil edicts were published. Under the famous im uis- 





* Torqaemetas, these who escaped the rack and the 
sinke, wore only mercifully excommunicated, and their 
prooertes confi eated. The Sovereign Pontiff exercises 
t jlers af excommunication, but th.s was more a po- 
le cel than a relietous right. as most of the Christ’on Kings 
wero onder the eontrel ef the Pope: it is a power the; 


mov doUente, the most awful, heeause It reaches 


n rm hbode + it afeets the eternal, not the temporal felici- 
tvoimn Jndge ton of our surprize, that m this country, 
in Cree ty, inth’s century, in the broad hleze of tolerance, 


reason, nad ohlosophy, where the Almighty has enlbghten- 


e), has are, has protected ; a weinan is dr:ven trom His 
holy | resenace by a minister, because she doubted whether 
the wicked (on? we are all wieked in thought er action) 
were verla-tiniv pnashed. 

It a pears thai this lady had reflected serionsty on the 
sub? ‘had al lressed a pious letter to her pastor, Dr. 


Sora. a inost worthy mau, in which she gave copious eXx- 
tracts tromthe Old and New ‘Testaments, calenlated te dis- 
prove the doctrine so zealo islv maintained in that chureh, 


that there was no hope, no salvation, tor the wicked. The 
trustees e-ted her to aopear he‘ore them to exvlain or re- 
nome her heresy. but as she had fullw exclaimed her opin- 


ion? and convictions in her letter. she dechiaed apy,ecarmeyg, 


+! 2 - 
the soul,! 





an? “execd permiss‘on tranguilly to retire from tc 
in all humility anc love; it bemg understood vrat 

out to join, the t 
docte nes of which appeared to her more in eons 


kg 7 
“eat it 


: } 
jo He, OF Was ai 
« 


HAMCe 


with reason, andthe mereiful aed forgiving characier of; 


God. 
tire s 


Qhya ‘ted 


tw 
mocause she had not abandoned her faith; she had 


mii re- 


shor!) have beentranmuly pern 


ad | 


ape : 3 : | 
niversahist Chareh, they 
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not yet seen it, and some, perhaps never will see it, we 
shall consult their gratification by makmg a considerable 
extract from its pages. 

“Thirdly, those views of religiou are most acceptable to 
the corrapt and depraved heart ef man, which present 
come substitute for personal holiness as the means of salva-~ 
Vicious persons will, of course, like those preachers 
hest, who insist the most on imputed righteousness, and 
just-fiealioa by faith without virtue, and who place the 
rreatest dependence on ritual observances ; and, indeed, 
we imay say of men in general, that they prefer anv thing 
io plain practical religion. They are willing to pray, and 
fast, and confess, if this will answer instead. They are 
willing to be judged ‘in meat, or in drink, or in respect of 
an holy day, or of the new moon, or of the Sabbath days,’ 
They are willing to believe whut you please, and as much 
as vou please,if mere believing will ¢ They are also 
willing to submit their feelings and passions to be acted on 
and wrought ap to any pitch; even to pass through the 
fierv furnace of a great religious exe ifement, if this be 
thought necessary to purify thesrsonis, In short, they are 
willing to submit to any thing, that stall come tothem asa 
sihatitule for plam practical religion--to any thing that 
shall relteve them from the duficult and endless task of es- 
tablishing and preserving an upright character. They are 
willing to hear any thing but their moral duties, any thing, 
bat plan moral preachine. 
abomination. 


tion, 


oO. 


Moral preaching is their 
They want something more spiritual and 
relical they sey; by whieh they mran,something that 
Ul exerte the passions without disturbins the conscience ¢ 
something (rat shall stir the feelings strongly, without im. 
porting astngle principle of action, or besring in a single 


evan 


shi 


noint onthe duties of life. This ts the sort of preaching 
winch the world hungers and thirsts after. Who ther 


not apostatized from ber religion ; her language is Gevoutiean wender at the popularity of those preachers, whe dwell 
antniors: herprive:ples are orthodox ; but she reasoned | most on imputed righteousness, and on justification by faith 
anit denbtel the force of some polemical points, aud she; withont the moral virtnes, and who lav the greatest stress 


en‘eyed anol her sanetrary, and worshipped before another 
alier.and it is said im sertpture, “Wherever three 
are asserabled in my name, saith the Lord, there will I 
also be.” 

rr ore 


From the Unitarian Miscellany. 


SMOOTIT PREACHING. 


We wish to recommend to public notice, as fer as our 
vood opinion and humbie means can recommend if, a small 
Senet with the ahove title, just published by our friends in 
New-York. It takes for its motto the following passage 
from Isaiah: “Propiesy not unto us right things ; speak 
unto us smooth things, pronhesy iteceits.” Its object is to 
show, that rational Cliristanity. and the preachers of ra- 
sional Chr'stianity,do not, according to the vulgar catum- 
nv. provhesy to the people “smooth thines :* but that, on 
the eontrary, if is orthodoxy itsell, with its lone train of 
mvstics av? ranters, that speak these smooth things, and 
propose asvetem of faith, which is calevlated to flatter the 
van tv,awaken the passions, and rock to sleen the conscien- 





ces of their votaries and hearers. ‘This is done by ex hisbit- 
ine the character stics of the two different kinds of preach. 
ine: and by showing. that while the one is constantly in- 
sisting on the absolute necessity of practical holiness. on 
resistine the inclinations, subduing the passions, and moi- 
erating the desires, the other as constantly proposes 
scheme of enpernatural influences, which render personal 
exortions useless and ineffectnal, and a set of mysterious 
doctrines, which amnse and bewiller the mind, without in- 
forming the understanding or affecting the heart. 


n 
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Thonch this tract is but small in size, it contains a great 
fund of manly sense and strong thought. Amidst all the 
eant and nonsense which is every where poured out under 
the name of religion, it is really refreshing to meet with 
so rational a performance. As many of our readers have 





4want some ‘rrrat thing’ dene to them ; 


;on the benefit ot ordinances, and on violent religious ex- 
! - 
persons ,cilements : 


Do they not choose for their principal topics 
those very doctrines, Which are more agreeable and indul- 
gent to the corrupt and depraved heart of man? 


“Lastly, those views of religion are most gratefil and 
eatisinctory to the corrupt and depraved heart of man, 
which are most involved in darkness and mystery. There 
isin most men, and especially in the ignorant and ill-in- 
formed, au almost Invincible fondness for the mystical and 
marvellous, They are not satisGed with what is ple, 
and tutelligible, and practical. ‘hey want something en- 
tirely ont of the common line; something hidden and ea- 
balistic; something which they cannot understand them- 
selves, or, what is still better, anawtul and blessed secret 
known outy to themselves and the initiated few. Like 
Naaman the leper, they are not content with the Prophet 
who merely directs them to ‘wash and be clean.’ They 
something, which 
shall give them consequence in their own eyes ; something 
which shall make them the subject of remark and conver- 
cation ; something, which shall elect them from, and ele- 
vate them above, theeommeon herd of mankind. Besides, 
tothe mass of the people there must be a peenliar atirac- 
ton mn doctrines, which, by their avowed incomprehensi- 
hility. level at once the intellects of men—doctrines, for 
the proper understanding of whieh study and educatios 
can afiord no advantage, and for the effectual preaching of 
whieh it is much more important that a man should be bold 
than wise. Men, too,conscious of their guilt, and alarmed 
at their future prospects, must like mystery. They must 
like to have so much confusion intreduced into our thoughts 
on God and providence, that no clear ideas can be formed 
as tothe final issue of things. ‘They must like to hear the 
character of the Supreme Being represented as so dark 
and incomprehensible, that no reasonings can be founded 
on it as to his final arbitration on the destiny of his 





ereatures. This is precisely what a sinner mytt lke, ene 
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especially who purposes to continue such; for where there 
is nothing to be known that is wot likely to give him uneas- 
iness and pain, the more mystery the better, and he must 
‘ate that system above all others, which is best adapted 

y the absurdity of its doctrines, orthe jargon of its tech- 
nicalities, to throw a mistiness and mdistmetuess over all 
things. Next to believing that christianity is altogether a 
table, the present comfort of a sinner will be best promo- 
ted by believing it to be altogether a mystery. If there- 
‘ore he cannot succeed in persuading himself, that there 
will be no future state at all, he has but to believe that eve- 
ry thing relating to it is involved in impenetrable mystery, 
and it will answer his purpose almost as well. Here, then, 
we discover the trie reasons, or at least the principal rea- 
sons, Why those preachers find themselves such favorites 
with the multitade, who represent religion as so myteri- 
ous, and veil ail its dactines in mystery, and introduce such 
vonfusion into our thoughts asto the rule by which God 
will reward and punish mankind.” 











COMMUNICATIONS. 





FOR THE INQUIRER. 


THE MORALITY OF THE GOSPEL ; OR 
THE IMMORAL TENDENCY OF CALVINISM, 
NO. 10. 


The doctrine of atonement as nnderstood or explained 
by Calvinists, is preemimently entitled to ouronsideration 
in examining the moral tendency of that system of faith 
of which it forms so promment a feature. The atonement 
according to this system, was the means made use of by 
God to appease lus own wrath and satisfy the requirements 
of his own law. Thesufferings of Christ, his perfect obe- 
dience and crue.fixicn are represented as having “fully sat- 
isfied the justice of his Father and wholly discharged the 
debt of those that are thus justified” and as constitutipe a 
‘proper real and full satisfaction of his father’s justice in 
their behalf.” This however is considered as applying only 
to the “ elect, whom God did from all eternity decree te jus- 
tify.” This scheme teaches that the elect are justified 
by God's ¢mputing the obedience and satisfaction of Christ 


unto them; but no satisfaction being made for the sins of 


the non-elect, the righteousness of Christ cannot be impu- 
tedtothem. ‘hey must be damned, not because they 
have less righteousness of their own than the elect, but 
because the righteousness of Christ has not been imputed 
‘othem. ‘T'lns notion of the atonement is what is called 

he doctrine of a satisfaction, Man is considered as having 
ncurred the divine displeasure by sin, and this displeasure 
vould only be appeased by the sacrifice which has heen 
made ; or it supposes that by sin man incurred a forfeiture 
or penalty which being infinite he could never satisfy. and 
that Christ took upon him human nature and suffered for 
man and in his stead and thereby fully satisfied the forfeit- 
nreand penalty. [tis not only considered that Christ took 
upon him human nature that he might suffer for man, the 
just for the unjust, but also that he took upon him the sins 
of the whole human race, or rather of the eleet, and that 
the punishment those sins deserved has been inflicted on 
him which has satisfied the requirements of the law. It is 
enrious to notice the extravagant notions entertained on 
this point : Luther says.“all the prophets did foresee in 
spirit, that Christ should become the greatest transgressor, 
murderer, thief. rebel and blasphemer that ever was or could 
be in all the world. For he being made a sacrifice for the 
sins of the whole world, is not now an innocent person and 
without sins ; isnot now the Son of Ged born of the Vir- 
gin Mary, but a sinner.” This is the doctrine of swhstiiu- 
tion ; Christ has taken upon him the nature of man and 
the sinsof the whole haman race and suffered the punish- 
ment due to them, in the place and stead of man. ‘his 
«ystem not only considers that the sins of man have been 


transferred to Christ and punished in him ; but also that 
the righteousness of Christ is transferred to the elect. 


We will not examine the wonderful wisdom and con- 
sistency of this scheme, which supposes that God in order 
to satisiy the requirements of his own law, which man was 
wholiy unable to satisfy, determined to place himself in 
man’s stead, and by Ais own suffering pay himself ; it being 
our object only to examine the influence of this doctrine 
en the heart and conduct of man. That the advocates of 
such doctrine as this, did we not know the fact was 80, 
should be zealous defenders of future punishment, and con- 
sider that system of faith which rejects that belief as ex- 
tremely dangerous to the morals of society could not tail 
oi creating surprsse. The only grounds on which it 
can be claimed that future punishment tends to regulate 
the conduct of mankind, is that the fear of it, operates 
to deter them from the commission of crimes. But 
this idea depends wholly upon the considerat:on, that 
punishment is to follow transgression aud is @ consequence 
of it. Butaccording to this scheme the sinner is not to be 
punished for his sins but Christ has already suffered the 
punishment due to them, in the place and stead of the 
transgressor. What effect then, can punishmeut have to 
restrain men from sin, when this punishment is not to he 
visited on the offender but is to be suffered by anuther and 
innocent person. ; 

Can this scheme of atonement have a salutary influence 
on the heart and conduct of man? does it tend to preduce 
moral purity, holiness or virtue? does it afford auy in- 
ducement to obedience to the will of God or an observance 
of the moral and social duties? It represents the salva- 
tion of man as depending wholly on the idea that Christ 
hac made fill satisfaction for the requirements of the law 
and suffered for, in the stead of man the punishment due ta 
his sins. This scheme does not teach that Christ has 
cleansed and purified human nature, or removed the causes 
of sin, but on the contrary it supposes that both remain. 
It recognises no goodness in the creature, but rests his sa!< 
vation wholly on the righteousness of Christ which is to 
be transferred to him. Mankind therefore are neither to 
he punished for their own sins, for Christ has alroady suf- 
tered for them ; or to be saved by their own righteousness ; 
nor are ‘hey to he saved bythe goocness and mercy of God 
as the reward of obedience and penitence. The amount 
of this svstem, is simply this, that human nature or rather 
that portion of it constituting the elect is completely mer- 
ved in Christ, or their existence lost in his. Their sins have 
heen transferred to him, as he has suffered as a substitute 
the punishment due to them, and his righteousness is to be 
transferred to them by which they are to be saved. 

It it evident that there is nothing inconsistent in this view 
of the atonement, with the salvation of menkind in their 
sins; as they are not saved from sin, but only from punish- 
ment, or the consequences of sin. It is also equally evident 
that this scheme of atonement proves the salvation of all 
mankind, if you exclude the dognia of election ; and it ig 
on this theorv that formerly most of the Universalists built 
their faith. Christ having satisfied the penaliy and suffer. 
ed the punishment for the sins of all mankind, and dischar. 
ged them from ihe consequences thereof, it follows as a 
necessary conseauence that all men must be saved. This 
conclusion can only be avoided by recourse to the doera 
of election, which limits the satisfaction made by Christ te 
the elect only. 

The doctrine of election however is now rejecte:. or xt 
least not openly defended by a large proportion of Calyine 
ists, so (hat the greater part of calvinistie christians are, jy 
theory and principle, whatever they may prciend to the 
contrary, believes in universal salyation. 
“Beloved, let us love one another : for love 
and every one that Joveth is born of Ged? and 
God. He that loveth not Knoweth uct Cod ; fo 
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RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


SATURDAY, May 31, 1823. 








‘WHO WILL HAVE ALB MEN TO BE BAVED,AND TO COME 


TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH.” —1 Tim. ii. 4. 


The above passage appears to be of so little consequence 
with many professors of religion, that it is passed over with- 
eut much notice ; with others, it is scarcely known to have 
an existence in the Bible. We should suppose that a pas- 
sage of Scripture, coutaiming such a heart cheering decla- 
ration, of the want. of our heavenly Father, would be im- 
printed on the tablet of the mind, in such indelible charac- 
ters, that time, itself, could never erase them. But instead 
af this, those, whe are acquainted with the divine testimony 
of the gracious wiL1, aud benevolent purposes of Ged, ex- 
ert all their learning and talents in criticisms on the word 
WILL, and labor to prove that it simply signifies WILLING. 
Tat is, God has no determinate WaLt that ail men should 
be saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth ; but 
is willing they should be saved on ceriain conditions. If 
this is the true meaning of the text, it is to be lamented 
that the Apostle was so destitute of talent and learning as 
not to be able to convey bis sentiments on this important 
subject, with clearness and precision. If Paul had been a 
man of reflection, he mnst have been sensible that he was 
writing for the benefit of posterity, as well a3 for the in- 
struction of Timothy. But allowing that the mind of the 
Apostle did not extend beyoud the advantages Timothy 
was to derive from the instruetion contained in this epistle ; 
yet, as Timothy was entering into the gospel ministry, it 
certainly was necessary that he should know the truth, 
and whatever was the revealed wits of God, it was im- 
portant that he should be acquainted with it. We there- 
fore conclude, that Paul would, and did feel a deep interest 
in What he was writing, aad would exert ali his talents and 
learning in framing his sentences in the most plain and ex- 
plicit language, that he should not be niisunderstood. 

Were we to visit Andover, or Yale College, and observe 
the anxious care thai is teuken to instruct the Theological 
Student in all the myster.es of Calvinism; and the unremit- 


ting pains that are used to have them understand every part}, 


and point of that system ; and were we to inquire why all 


» this is done ; weshould be informed, that it was of the ut- 


most importance, that a young man entering the ministry 
should have just and correct views of the system of the gos- 
pel, and the doctrines he was to preach, as the eternal wel- 
fare of men depended on the instruction they received, and 
the doctrines which they believed. We shouid at once 
yield to the propriety of this reply, being convinced that in 
the important concerns of religion, correct views of God, 
and of His divine win and PLeaseRre respecting man were 
absolutely necessary to one, who stept forth as a teacher 
and instructor of mankind in the way of SALVATION, more 


' especially, if the eternal happiness of man depends upon a 


eorrect knowledge, or belief of the truth. Can we then 
believe, that that man, who sacrificed friends, interest, and 
worldly honors for the cause of righteousness and TRUTH, 
would be less careful in disseminating truth, and less anx- 
igus of being correctly understood, than the Prosessors aud 
instructors of divinity in Yale, or Andover colleges? If St. 
Paul simply meant that God ts willing that all men should 
be saved if they would, or, that God was willing on cer- 
tain conditions, was he not sufficiently acquainted with 
language to have expressed himself in a manner to be un- 
clerstood ? 

There is much boast at the present day, of a learned, pi- 
ous, and competent ministry. Surely it will be allowed, 
that Paul was a man well versed in scientific knowledge. 
and his piety and competency will not be called in question. 
Was he not, then, sufficieutly acquainted with language to 
chopse such words a3 would express the idea he intended 


toconvey? Can it be su,posed, that if he meant, that 
God was willing, he had not that word at command, and 
was therefore obliged to use the word witLL,and thus leave 
future generations to stumble in the dark, unless enlight- 
ened by those learned criticisms which discover to us that 
WILL, only signifies willing 2 Or, if he intended to say that 
God wiiks the salvation of men oa condiuons, had he not 
education sufficient, to frame a sentence expressive of his 
meaning, and thus preserve mankind in future ages from 
falling into the sad mistake of believing, that it was the di- 
vine will and pleasure ef God, to save al! his rational and 
intelligent effspring from sin and misery, and to bring them 
all to the knowledge of the truth. 

Those who endeavor to persuade us that the Apostle 
meant to convey an idea so different from what he has ex- 
pressed, make him a very careless writer, or consider the 
subject of such trifling inyportance, that it did not require 
the use of explicit, and positive language. They, them- 
selves, however, cousider the subject of vital importauce, 
and when they write, are careful that their sentunents 
should be understood. ff, then, the Apostle had been as 
honest as orthodox clergymen are, and considered the sub- 


ject on which he was writing, as important as they consider 


it, embracing the eternal happiness, or misery of mankind; 

he would doubtlessly have taken care to express himself in 

such manner as to be clearly understood.—But why, it 

may be asked, is so much labor expended to do away the . 
force und meaning of the text under consideration? Be- 

cause it is acknowledged, that if the passage is expressive 

of the determinate wil) of God ; then all men will most as- 

suredly be saved ; for God worketh all things after the 

counsel of hisown will. It cannot, therefore, be admitted 

by the believers in endless misery that the Apostle mtended 

to express the idea, that it was the determinate win. of 
God to save all mankind, as they, being compelled to ae- 

knowledge the Omnipotency of Jehovah, must admit, that 

what God wiLus, or determines to do, that, Hr is able to 

accomplish, as it is written “ My counsel shall stand, and J 

will do all my pleasure.”—To avoid this couclusion, learn- 

ed ingenuity is set to work to do away the meaning of the 

text, and it is concluded that the Apostle meant to say, 

that God had a holy and benevolent disposition, er willing- 

ness thatall men should be saved—or, that his will was 

conditional. 

We cannot heip feeling surprised that the Calvinis{ 

should adopt either of these, as the meaning of St. Paul ; 

for as he believes that God has foreordained whatsoever 

comes to pass, and has predestinated a certain definite num- 

ber unto eternal life without the least foresight of faith, 

good works, or any conditions performed by the creature ; 

and hath passed by and left the rest of mankin! vo perish 

in their sins, to the praise of his rindicfire jusiie, he cannot 

consistently believe, that God can ever be willing that those 

should be saved, whom he has consigned by an irreversible 

decree te endless perdition. Nor can he believe, that God 

has willed on conditions ; for according to his confession of 
faith, * God from all eternity did by the most wise and 

holy counsel of his own wiil, freely and unchangeably or- 

dain whatsoever comes to pass.”—-Again, “ Although God 

knows whatsoever may or can come to pass upon all sup- 

posed conditions; yet hath he not decreed any thing, be- 

cause he foresaw it as future, or that which would come to 

pass on such conditions.”—Once more. “ Those of man- 

kind that are predestinated unto life, God, before the foun- 

dation of the world was laid, according to his eternal and 

immutable purpose, and the secret counsel and good pleas- 

ure of his will, hath chosen in Christ, unto everlasting glory, 
out of his mere free grace and love, without any foresight 
of faith or good works, or perseverance in them, or any 
other thing in the creature, as conditions, or causes moving 
him thereunto, and allto the praise of his glorious grace.” 
It requires no argument to convince a reflecting mind, that 
if God has unchangeably ordained all things, and predesti- 
naved a certain number of the human race to everlasting 





hife, aecorling to bis eternal and ummutable purpose, aud 
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the secret counsel and good pleasure of his will, without 
any foresight of faith, or good works; he cannot at the 
same time ari// the sulvation of man on conditions ; nor can 
God be willing that those should be saved, whom, accord- 
mg to the unsearchable counsel of his own will, he has or- 
dained to dishonor and wrath, to the praise of his glorious 
justice. Unless, indeed, we ean bring ourselves, to believe 
‘the gross absurdity that God can determine the endless per- 
ition of a man, (and that perdition absolutely necessary for 
the glory of God and the best good of the universe,) and 
yet, God be willing that the man shonid be saved contrary 
to the divine and unchangeable purpose of his own will, 
whieh embraces the’ best possible good. 


The Calvinist ought, in justice to himself, relinquish his 
sriticisms on the word will, and turn his learned ingenuity 
upon the word aLL, and endeavor to show us that God, 
according to hs creed, has a determinate will, to save a cer- 
tain portion of mankind; and that St. Paul, by the word 
ALL meant the ELee?; so that the passage ought to read, 
er be understood thus—Who will have the RLEcT to be 
saved, and to come unto the knowledge of thetruth. The 
only difficulties in the case will be to convince us that the 
words ALL and ELECT, are convertible terms, and mean 
ene and the same thing; and that the Apostle was so 
straitened for words to express his meaning, that he was 
under the necessity of using the words ALL MEN when he 
only meant the “LECT. 

(To be continued.) 
— 


ROMISH SUPERSTITION AND IMPOSITIONS. 


That famous reformer, Martin Luther, commenced his 
abors to produce a reformation in the church, by endeav- 
oring to unfold to the view of a blinded and deluded peo- 
ple, the gross impositions that were practised upon them, 
under the authority and sanction of Pope Leo X, who com- 
missioned certain Monks to travel through the country, and 
sell INDULGENCES.  Thatis, to grant the remission of all 
sins, past, present, and to come, however enormous their 
nature, to those who were rich enough to purchase them. 
By these indulgences a man for his money had full liberty 
to commit anv crime whatever, and to whatever extent of 
turpitude ‘his Insts and passions might carry him; and had 
the assurance that all his crimes should be pardoned. The 
cale of these indulgences was carried on in such a bold, in- 
decent, and insolent manner, that it aroused the indignation 
of Luther, and he began publicly to preach against them, 
and warued the people against the gross delusions that were 
practised upon them. This produced several controversies 
between Luther avd the famous, or rather infamous John 
Tetzel, a Monk of the dominican order who was the prin- 
cipal agent in the sale of those indulgences. These contro- 
trovercies ‘soon attracted the attention of the Roman Pon- 
tiff, who, afraid that things would terminate unfavorably 
unless an immediate stop was put to Luthers preaching, is- 
sued a special edict * commanding his spiritual subjects to 
acknowledge his power to deliver from all the punishments 
duetosin and transgression of every kind.” Lappy for 
mankind the violent measures adopted by the Pope to sub- 
due Luther, had a contrary effect, for it so widened the 
breach between them, that Luther saw it ould be impos- 
sible for him to bring the court of Rome to any reasonable 
terms. or to effect a reconciliation, on any just or equitable 
conditions, and therefore took his measures accordingly. 


Among the many things stated in proof, that the Pope 
had the power te pardon, or to deliver from all the punish- 
ments due to sin and transgressions of every kind ; it was 
declared by Cardinal Cajetan a legate of the court of 
Rome, that “one drop of Christ's blood, being sufficient to 
redeem the whole human race, the remaining quantity that 
was shed in the garden and on the cross, was left as a legacy 
to the church, to be a treasure from whence indulgences were 
0 be drawn and administered by the Roman Pontiff.” 


Such were the delusions practised by a cunning, priest- 





hood, on an ignorant and blinded people, so late as the six- 
teenth century, to draw their money from them, in order 
that the pretended ministers of the meek and lowly Jesus, 
might riot in luxury, and spend their time in dissipation an 
the practice of the most odious vices. 

eae! 


From the Old Colony Memorial. 
ELDER FAUNCE. 


There are circumstances which would concur to render 
some notice of thie last Elder of our Church, interesting te 
the present generation —He passed the century of his life 
in the town of Plymouth, at a period that makes a connect- 
ing link between the pilgrims and the living descendante. 
While his’ youth was guided by the prayers of some of the 
venerated survivors of the May Flower, there are those 
now alive who received the blessing of his pious old age. 
It is from him that many traditionary accounts received 
their authenticity, sorne of which form part of our writter 
history. 

He was many years town-clerk. Ife was first Deacon, 
and afterwards Elder of the Church, and the last in that 
office. He lived to a very advanced age, being in his 99th 
year when he died, which was on Feb. 27, 1745-6. He 
was a man of considerable knowledge, eminent piety, and 
great usefulness,always full of religious discourse. 


The office of Elder was one formerly of great consider- 
ation. He was considered as the representative of the 
Church. and directed his watchful eye to the doctrines of 
the Pastor, as well as to the principles and practices of the 
bretl.ren.—Parson Leonard was a New Lsyht, and dis- 
coursing one day on the character and conduct of Judas 
Iscariot, pursued him beyond death, and consigned him to 
hell far ever more. Stop, stop, sur,says Elder Faunce, who 
was seated in the Pulpit, the Book says no such thing.— 
The late Professor Tappan of Cambridge, on a visit in the 
year 1800, to Mr. Cobb, of Kingston, then exceeding one 
hundred years old, enquired of him the peculiar duties ef 
the elder. After a little deliberation he replied, to keep @ 
look-out on the ministers—and much such an order is wan- 
ted now. 

ps 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magasine. 

Rev. Ecitors—I communicate to you the following An- 
ECDOTE, (which is a fact,) with comments on the same, 
which you are at liberty to give a place in your valuable 
Magazine, if you think it will afford any satisfaction to 
your readers—trom your distant unknown friend. 

PHILANTHROPIST. 


ANECDOTE. 


A few days since, five ministers of one denomination. 
were together on business, they generally being jealous of 
the Rev. Mr. P—’s inclining téwards Universalism, treated 
him with some apparent coolness—at length conversation 
turned upon that subject, and several remarks were made. 
In due time, the Rev. Mr. E. being more definite than the 
others, coolly observed, “ Brother P. as sure as you em- 
brace Universalism, ¢ will pour out Hell-Fire and Brim- 
stone upon you as long as I live :” to which Mr. P. calmly 
replied, “ Dear Brother, it that is to be your manner of 
treating me, should I ever have the misfortune to dissent 
from you, | shall consider the loss of your valuable friend- 
ship a great sacrifice, but !am in hopes, by the grace of 
God, to be enabled to act conscientiously, and in return 
for your Fire and Brimstone, pour back so much of the 


* Love of God,’ asto make you ashamed of your dreadful 
employment.” 


Remark I. How cruel is the conduct of all govern- 
ments, societies, and orders of people towards dissenters, 
Here is a specimen—* | will pour out Hell-fire and Brim- 





stone upon you.” Under governments, and among reli- 
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gious bodies, when the law would permit, they have put 
mento death in the most cruel manner, they could invent ; 
but under our mild government they can only imitate the 
eld dragon, Who poured out a flood after the woman, Rev. 
xii. 15, it. 


Reaarx Il. How often do such threats as the above 
frighten the ignorant into a blind submission to deeds and 
discipline, which are vastiy different trom the government 
of Christ, and they, like the people of Ephesus, join the 
multitude and ery, * Great is Diana.’ If members of a 
society have nothing to unite them to the body but the 
fear of excommunication, or the wrath of a few oi its lead- 
ing members, how dreadful is the situation of such a ridden 
people ; but if they are anited on a just principle by the 
luve of God, they are like a “ city seton a hill,” aud their 
union is truly like the “dew of Hermon that descended 
upon the mountains of Zion.” 


Remark Ill. How limited is our charity as the peo- 
ple ot God.—We love our friends and particular associates, 
and even the “publicans do the same.” I find on a critical 
examination, that almost all denominations have two stakes 
sei, by which their charity is bounded, one before and the 
other behind them, of course the quarter part are condem- 
ned for believing too much, or, not eneogh. As long as our 
beliets are the criterion of fellowship, a sectarian spirit will 
exist, and prejudice and contentions be visible among the 
Jambs of Christ. Would it not be a ‘more excellent way. 
to have our fellowship bounded by virtue, and embrace all 
as bretliren, who give evidence by their good fruits of a 

divine implantation im the soul? 

Remark IV. God is declared to be * LOVE,” the ve- 
ry nature of “pure religion” 1s Love, the greatest evidence 
we can give that we are the children of God ts our Jove, but 
if we say we love God and hate our brethren, we are taught, 
we are liars and the truth is not in us, and though we may 
feel the most vehement friendship for our friends, have we 
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not extend to our enemies. and stimulate us to treat a dissen- 
ting brother, with decency and frienship. 
PUILANTHROPIST. 
New-York, Jan. 27, 1823. 


MR. SAURIN’S VIEW OF THE DOCTRINE OF 
ETERNAL MISERY. 

After having preached a lengthy discourse, to prove 
the truth of the doctrine of endless misery, he observes 
thus, “I sink, [sink under the awiul weight of my subject ; 
ani] declare, when [see my friends, my relations, the peo- 
ple of my charge, this whole congre 
thai 1, that you, that we are all threatened with these tor- 
ments ; when | see inthe lukewarmness of my devotions, 
in the langour of my love, in the levity of my resolutions 
and designs, the least evidence, though it be only presum- 
tive, of my future misery, yet] find in the thought a mortal 
poison, which diffuseth itself into every period of my lite, 
rendering society tiresome, nourishment msiped, pleasure 
diszustful, and life itself a cruel bitter. I cease to wonder 
that tie fear of hell hath made some mad and others mel- 
ancholy.” 

—IwF2 


Proposals have been issued for publishing at Little Malls, 
€N. Y.) a work to be entitled, 

THE GOSPEL INQUIRER, 
To be published semi-monuthly at $1 per aunum, payable 
ia advunce. 

THE SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION 
Of Usivenrsatists will hold their Semi-Annual Session 
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and 12th days of June next. 


afford, (Conn.) on Wednesday and Thursday the Lith 


not reason to dombt the genumeness of our Lore, if it does | 


gation ; when | think. 





POETRY. 
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From the Unitarian Miscellany. 


THE NIGHT-FLOWERING CEREUS. 
Now departs day’s gairish light— 
Beauteous flower, lift thy head ! 
Rice upon the brow of night! 
Haste, thy transient lustre shed! 


Night has dropt her dusky veil— 
All vain thoughts be distant far, 

While, with silent awe, we hail 
Flora’s radient evening star. 


See to life her beauties start ; 

Hail! thou glorious, matchless flower ! 
Much thou sayest to the heart, 

In the solemn, fleeting hour. 


Fre we have our homage paid, , 
Thou wilt bow thine head and die; 

Thus our sweetest pleasures fade, 
Thus our brightest blessings ily. 


Sorrow’s rugged stem, lie thine, 
Bears a tlow’r thus purely bright ; 

Thus, when sunny hours decline, 
Friendship sheds her cheering light. 


Religion, too, that heavenly flower, 
That joy of never fading worth, 

Waits, ike thee, the darkest hour, 
Then puts all her glories forth, 


Then thy beauties are surpass’, 
Splendid flower, that bloom’st to die! 
For irtendship and religion last, 
When the morning beams on high. 








NOTICE. 
Rev. Mr. Carrique will in future preach in this city oa 
the first and second Sabbaths in each month; in Poquonock 
on the third Sabbath ; and in Southington on the fourth. 
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